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Chapter I

The spirit of song has ever shed a benign influence
over the soul of man, brightening up the fire of its
energies, and warming into bloom, the flowers of its
sympathies and affections. Oft has the aept inert, and
hidden within the deep recesses of the heart, like a
faint lamp suspended in a sepulchre, doomed to give
outbut a languid flickering flame, unseen, unfelt, and
desolate. History, sacred and profane, fully illustrates
this assertion. * .

The Psalms of David—and they are approached with
reverenceA—these glorious effusions of the royal and
devout poet imparted fire to the mind, and vigour to
the arm of the descendant of Jacob. Piety, and all
itsliory' attributes; brotherhood, and all its
spciaTemotioas’; courage, and all its sparkling
energies;"all the virtues which adorn humanity, were
called into full existence by the animating tones, the
glowing imagery, and the inspired eloquence of the
Harp of Israel.

Corming down to the European nations, we find the
Chansons of the French Troubadours, and the ballads
of the minstrels of the British Islands acting with great
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Chapter I

‘The spirit of song has ever shed a benign influence over
the soul of man, brightening up the fire of i ies,
and warming into bloom, the flowers of its sympathies
and affections. Oft has the aept inert, and hidden
within the deep recesses of the heart, like a faint lamp
suspended in a sepulchre, doomed to give out but a
languid flickering flame, unseen, unfelt, and desolate.
History, sacred and profane, fully illustrates this
assertion. *.

The Psalms of David—and they are approached with
reverence’—these glorious effusions of the royal and
devout poet imparted fire to the mind, and vigour to
the arm of the descendant of Jacob. Piety, and all
itsliory’ attributes; brotherhood, and all its

i ioas’; courage, and all its sparkli
energies;"all the virtues which adorn humanity, were
called into full existence by the animating tones, the
glowing imagery, and the inspired eloquence of the
Harp of Israel.

Coming down to the European nations, we find the
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